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Summerside Parent Council 

Wednesday, September 21, 2016 - 7:00 p.m. 
Summerside Public School, Staff Room 

Minutes of Meeting 
 

1. Welcome and Introductory Remarks – Christine Lanos, Principal 
 
• The first few weeks following the opening of Summerside Public School have been very positive. 

There has been a high level of collaboration on the part of school staff, who are coming together 
as a team from more than 20 different schools.  

• School resources are still being received and organized. 
• Staffing allocations have been set for the school year, and there will be no classroom 

reorganizations required.  
• The current student population is approximately 400, and registrations are still coming in. 
• A “Meet the Staff” evening is being held on Thursday, September 22. Staff introductions will 

take place in the gym at 5:30 p.m. The first rotation of classroom visits will be 6:00 – 6:30 p.m. 
for kindergarten to grade 3, and the second rotation from 6:40 – 7:10 p.m. for grades 4 to 7. A 
Scholastic Book Fair will be taking place in the learning commons, with proceeds from book sales 
returning to the school. 

• Students have not had full access to the gym yet, but expect this will occur imminently. 
• School sports have started with junior soccer (boys and girls) and cross-country running.  
• The Terry Fox Run will occur on September 29. 
• An aerial photo of students and staff was taken on Friday, September 16 in celebration of the 

opening of Summerside Public School. Staff will be starting to look at the school logo, mascot, 
colours, jerseys, etc. There will also be discussions around first-year legacy initiatives.  

• Students in grades 6 and 7 are school leaders and are getting involved as lunch monitors and as 
student announcers.  

• Some adjustments are still being made to student drop-off and pick-up areas around the school. 
Parents are advised to not use the bus loop.  

• There are 3 morning and 4 afternoon buses bring children to and from school. Many children are 
walkers, and the need for a crossing guard at the corner of Stormwind and Portobello is being 
explored. 

• The primary method of communication with parents will be via email.  
 

2. Overview of Parent Council – Christine Lanos, Principal and Wally Peters, former Avalon Parent 
Council Co-Chair 
 
• School council provides an opportunity for parents to work collaboratively with school 

administration, provide guidance and input to decisions. 
• Council will contain parent and staff representatives, but the majority are parent members.  
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• The principal is a non-voting member of council, and teachers have one vote. Three teachers 
have identified an interest in participating on the council. An additional spot can be allocated to 
an administrative or support staff member.  

• Council typically will meet monthly, but must meet a minimum of four times a year.  
• All parents and community members are welcome to attend council meetings. 
• The council will need to establish a constitution which outlines key operating procedures, and 

will develop a principal profile. 
• Formal positions on council include the chair or co-chairs, secretary, treasurer and members-at- 

large. The minimum number of positions is 9, but the council can be larger.  
• The Ottawa Carleton District School Board has policies, procedures and resources to support 

school council on their website. 
• Wally Peters, former co-chair of Avalon Public School Council, spoke of his past experience and 

engagement on school council. He noted that parental engagement in the school community is 
critical, and council is one forum that can provide issue resolution for concerns raised by 
parents. There is an opportunity to engage with the school board, coordinate fund raising 
activities to enrich the school environment and host family activities such as movie nights and 
year-end fairs for the community. 
 

3. School Council Elections 
 
• Nominations for the executive positions were reviewed and the following members were 

elected:  
o Co-Chair: Wally Peters 
o Co-Chair: Farzin Zakikhani 
o Treasurer: Hicham Benkirane 
o Secretary: Colleen O'Brien-Dwyer 

• Members-at-large will be confirmed at the next meeting. 
• OCDSB will need to be notified of the results of the council elections.  

 
4. Council Business 

 
(a) Hot Lunch Programs 
• Arrangements have been made for the Lunch Lady program to start on Thursday September 29. 

Menus have been sent home with students. 
• Nathalie Lafreniere will be coordinating the pizza program, through Pizza Pizza. Order forms will 

be provided to teachers for distribution shortly. Pizza will start on Wednesday October 12th and 
will run through January 25, 2017 (14 weeks). In January, an order form will be distributed for 
orders for the remainder of the school year.  

• A milk program will also be starting, with order forms to be distributed shortly. 
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(b) Finances 
• Wally will contact the TD Bank to coordinate a meeting to get the council bank account 

established. A letter from the principal will be required. The account will be established with the 
name “Summerside School Council”. 

• Two signatures will be required on all cheques: the treasurer and one of the co-chairs. 
• Wally will connect with the Avalon School Council to obtain the seed money which was set aside 

for Summerside School Council, once the bank account has been opened. 
• Avalon School Council had also voted some funding for Summerside Public School to help with 

resource purchases. A report on the use of the funding should be provided to Avalon School 
Council. 

• Nathalie will require a small amount of funding to obtain a lock-box and for photocopies related 
to the pizza program. 

• Options for fundraising to be discussed at the next council meeting. 
 

(c) Council meeting schedule 
• Monthly meetings will typically be scheduled on the second Monday of every month at 7:00 

p.m. Adjustments to meeting dates may need to be made to accommodate holidays and March 
Break. Meeting timing will not conflict with Avalon School Council meetings, which are held on 
the third Monday of every month. 

• A notional schedule of meeting dates was proposed: October 13;  November 14; December 12; 
January 9; February 13; March 23 (TBC); April 10; May 8; and June 12.  

 

Next Meeting: Monday, October 13, 2016 at 7:00 p.m., Summerside Public School, Staff Room. 

 

Minutes prepared by: Andrea Peters 


